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Movement had left nothing to chance. They did not want their
voters to be worried, and thanks to the assistance they received from
the Municipal Commissioner, and from their legal advisers who were
always at hand, they had arranged that their stalwart supporters
should not be troubled to do anything more than just step into the
Hall, and hand over the voting papers. As soon, therefore, as the
ballot box was opened, in went scores of papers supporting the
"ticket." The voting throughout was very brisk, and the supporters
of both sides kept up a keen contest. Though a large majority of
voters went to the poll with their minds made up, now and again an
exciting tussle was witnessed. Pherozeshah's position was the subject
of anxious and constant inquiries. A large crowd inside the Hall and
outside watched the course of events with bated breath, and occa-
sionally relieved its feeling when it caught sight of some prominent
member of the Caucus organization.
At the appointed hour, Mr. Shepherd declared the meeting closed.
At this time, Mr. Fraser was observed to be standing close by the
chairman, whereupon some one from the crowd called out "Times
of India." At this a tremendous hiss went up. Mr. Fraser, however,
faced the audience with complete self-assurance, and before leaving
the Hall, shook hands with Pherozeshah and wished him success!
The "uncrowned King of Bombay" followed soon after amidst
deafening cheers from the crowd, which threw flowers and bouquets
at him, and garlanded him profusely. People began running after his
carriage shouting "We don't want a Corporation without Sir
Pherozeshah," "Sir Pherozeshah means the Corporation and the
Corporation means Pherozeshah," "One Pherozeshah is worth a
thousand Harrisons," and delivering themselves of such other
observations as only a crowd can think of.
The result of the voting showed that the Caucus had triumphed
all along the line. All its nominees except one got in, and the only
outsider who found a place was Sir Dinshaw Petit, who had had the
independence to refuse to have anything to do with so disgraceful a
movement. He, too, would have failed but for an objection as re-
gards a single vote raised against one of the candidates belonging to
the Harrison gang. Pherozeshah stood seventeenth on the list, with
231 votes to his credit. The result was received with pain and